Talking Points


I. Intro: What is Kansas Corps

A. Statewide program made up of student volunteers
B. Brought together to identify and alleviate the needs of Kansas communities

C. Three areas of focus for service
D. Brings existing programs together

E. Promotes citizenship and civic engagement

F. Empowers the next generation of Kansans
Visit the website: www.kansascorps.org
II. Volunteers

A. Currently enrolled students

i. Must be enrolled at a Kansas institution

ii. Can be part-time or full-time students

iii. Desire to be an advocate for their school, have a voice in the program

III. Service Projects

A. What are service projects

i. Projects that benefit Kansas communities

B. Three focus areas

i. Natural Disaster Relief – Greensburg example

ii. Social Service Issues – Feeding the homeless

iii. Community Development Needs – Creating a community recreational park

C. Brings existing programs together

i. Builds partnerships with Kansas organizations – Red Cross, Goodwill, any local/regional organizations
D. Past service projects

i. Chapman, Kansas 
a. Partnered with the local Chapman Volunteer Center
b. Repair, rebuilding and tornado cleanup

ii. Melvern, Kansas 
a. Partnered with Westar Electric’s Green Team, the Kansas Trails Council, Melvern Friends of Trails Committee, and the Kansas PRIDE organization 

b. Converted a former landfill into a nature and biking trail – built an outdoor classroom, and has also generated income and tourism
iii. Greensburg, Kansas

a. Partnered with Sunflower RC&D and Greensburg Green Town Committee

b. Planting trees, spreading mulch, and other jobs. 
E. Service projects in the works

i. Independence, Kansas 

a. Partnered with KMOM, whose projects have the “primary focus of the Kansas Dental Charitable Foundation’s efforts [in] improv[ing] dental care during the year.” Show video from Kansas Corps website. http://www.ksdentalfoundation.org/
b. Assisting KMOM with taking down an ad-hoc dental clinic in April 2010
IV. Effects of Kansas Corps and How to get involved

A. Promotes citizenship and civic engagement

B. Empowers the next generation of Kansans

i. Gets student active in creating a better community, a better state community 

C. Continues a legacy of volunteerism

V. How our school can get involved

A. Volunteer at service projects

B. Example (your examples)
C. Example (your examples)
VI. Summary

A. Students from our campus will be involved in a statewide program to serve fellow citizens throughout the communities of Kansas

B. Kansas Corps student volunteers can help improve and rebuild communities devastated by natural disasters, plaguing social issues, and assist in community development
C. Kansas Corps promotes and ignites another generation of Kansas with a mind for civic service for the greater good
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